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Revolutionary greetings
by Kwame ‘Beans’ Shakur

As always, I come in the vision/pursuit of land, independence, 
and the release of all political prisoners/prisoners of war. For 
6 years: the New African Liberation Collective (N.A.L.C) has 
worked with other cadre formations within the New Afri-
kan Independence Movement (NAIM) to restore unity and 
establish FROLINAN (Front for the Liberation Of the New 
Afrikan Nation) in order to develop a National Strategy that 
would set forth Programs for Decolonization, instilling Self 
Determination into Our communities. We overstood, that 
this collective organizing is needed to eradicate the fragmn-
etation and secrtarianism that continues to exist when we 
opperate in dozens of splinter groups spread out across the 
Kountry. If We as a captive/neo-colonilized nation have any 
serious aspiration to Free The Land and achieve Self Govern-
ment then WE must have National Unity.
 
During this same time I was asked by captives in so-called 
Virginia, to establish a platform and political line for some-
thing called Prison Lives Matter. As I began to draw up a 
simple mission statement, I realized that this would be no dif-
ferent than countless other prison orgs in the u.s struggling 
to be heard and seen by the masses.

Similar to the work we were doing within the New Afrikan 
Nation, We would need to establish United Front for prison 
captives that would strengthen the overall Prison Movement 
and garner the support of the outside revolutionary move-
ment/international community. This led to me establishing 
the PLM/National Coordinating Committee in 2018, since 
that time WE have made historical progress for the Prison 
movement in terms of creating a foundation made up of the 
nations leading formations that will sustain a national infra-
structure. Carrying on the work of comrades Jalil Muntaqim 
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who established the first national revolutionary prison-
er newsletter “Arm The Spirit,” Yaki and the New Afrikan 
POW, as well as Ed Meads countless newsletters over the 
past four decades.

We introduce the Prison Lives Matter: In The Spirit of 

Nelson Mandela’s National Journal, as a tool for Cadre 
Development  and Structure Building.

Although there has been a continuum of study and struggle 
inside both NAIM, and the Prison Movement over the course 
of 30+ years, this is a “new” movement that has emerged. 
Meaning its a new generation, We cannot attempt to ”just 
pick up where we left off at” during the end of our high tide. 
On both sides, NAIM and PLM have to rebuild our infra-
structure, which begins with the development and training 
of Cadres.

Cadres are the ones to create and implement the programs 
needed to uplift and sustain our movement. Without Cadres 
we have nothing, this shoud be our Main Focus. We intend 
to use this journal as a way to further structure and solidify 
a United Front by placing individuals with the right forma-
tions that fit their unique theory/form a practice in order 
to achieve our ultimate goals. For example; placing con-
scious citizens of the Republic of New Afrika with orgs like 
N.A.L.C, or those familiar with civil/criminal law with Jail-
house Lawyers Speak and working to develop the Prisoner 
Legal Support Network.

We can no longer afford to function in splinter groups and 
reduce our own strength, instead, the unity of tactics and 
strategy will be the only way to show the power of the peo-
ple! Remember; WE ARE OUR OWN LIBERATORS!!!!

Kwame ‘Beans’ Shakur, National Director of PLM, 

Co-Founder and chairman of NALC

prisoners' lives matter
Prison Lives Matter is a United Front for Political Prisoners, 
Prisoners of War, Politicized individuals behind enemy lines 
and their organizations, as well as any outside formations in 
unison to abolish legalized slavery. The objective of PLM is 
to establish a national infrastructure within the overall Pris-
on Movement that will allow Us to implement a national 
strategy geared toward creating Regional Organizing Com-
mittee’s on both sides of the wall. The R.O.C’s will be put in 
place through the work of the current Prison Lives Matter - 
NCC (National Coordinating Committee) which is made up 
of some of the nation’s leading Political Prisoners and their 
outside support networks including former PP’s on the NCC 
like Jalil Muntaqim, and Comrade Malik Washington who 
were liberated this year. It is the job of NCC members be-
hind enemy lines to set forth Political Education classes and 
Cadre Development programs that will help transform their 
environment in captivity. These environments should serve 
as Revolutionary Universities, Liberation Schools and Cadre 
Training Centers so that upon re-entry into society We will 
have capable cadre leaders ready to step into the movement 
and continue the work needed to build and Rebuild our in-
frastructure.

Incarcerated members of the NCC will network with oth-
er captives throughout their state in order to appoint Field 
Marshalls capable of developing Political Education classes in 
each camp.This broadening of the PLM platform is what will 
essentially lay the foundation for the Regional Organizing 
Committees. Outside members of the NCC will utilize the 
national network of support groups, families of incarcerated 
individuals and other formations within the PLM Movement 
to establish the R.O.C’s. We have witnessed the difficulties 
of assembling national demonstrations with limited resourc-
es and calling on Our leaders to travel around the kounrty, 
making these things possible only once a year. This organiz-
ing strategy of the PLM-NCC/ROC will prove most effective 

by Kwame ‘Beans’ Shakur



8 9

in terms of forming regional vanguards that are able to mo-
bilize boots on the ground and respond to the call of action 
when necessary.

Rather than organizing and mobilizing, the most important 
work of PLM both inside & out is to EDUCATE. The Polit-
ical Education of those held captive, as well as comrades and 
the masses is the tool needed to build resistance and sustain 
a movement for liberation. Prison Lives Matter is not about 
“reforming” the existing system. Through this United Front 
which operates on an anti- racist/capitalist/imperialist line.

We will strive to expose the prison industrial slave complex’s 
hidden political & economical position of hierarchy within 
the united states empire. Therefore raising consciousness to 
the contradictions that exist on class, ”race,” and national op-
pression leading to the rise of mass incarceration/legalized 
slavery and the building of more state & privatized prisons.
The higher calling for the ‘In the Spirit of Nelson Mande-
la’ campaign is one calling for an International investigation 
into the human rights violations of prisoners that exist with-
in the united states. However, in order to garner the recogni-
tion and support of the International community, We must 
establish this infrastructure and National Strategy on these 
shores.

We are our own liberators!

Jalil Muntaqim encourages revolu-
tionaries around the nation to support 

prison lives matter
When looking at the years of struggles from the Attica insur-
rection to the murder of Comrade George Jackson, there has 
been a continuum of prison struggles and organizing. In light 
of the Black Lives Matter tendency and trends, it is necessary 
for progressive and revolutionary prisoners in the era of re-
sisting mass incarceration to evolve and build a sustainable 
and pragmatic determination inclusive of the overall struggle 
opposing white supremacy and capitalist exploitation and re-
pression. The Prison Lives Matter is part and parcel of this 
(r)evolutionary development of oppressed peoples apply-
ing the principle concepts of We Are Our Own Liberators. 
These are ideologically astute and determined incarcerated 
people deciding, in their own capacity to take control of their 
destiny in alignment with the struggles outside of their con-
finement. It is imperative that progressive-minded folks join 
and support Prison Lives Matter as they have rallied around 
the #BlackLivesMatter. In this regards, the development of a 
National/Regional structure is crucial to not only propagate 
the determination of those inside prisons, but to develop lib-
erating structures that will develop alliances and cooperating 
working relationships with those who oppose mass incarcer-
ation, support the liberation of political prisoners, like the 
National Jericho Movement, and other formations.

The National Jericho Amnesty Movement and the North-
east Political Prisoners Coalition and other formations have 
joined “In the Spirit of Nelson Mandela” to again bring our 
struggle to the attention of the international progressive 
communities, demanding the International Jurist hear testi-
mony on the issue of We Cry Genocide - commemorating 

by Jalil Muntaqim
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the 70th year anniversary of the original petition submitted 
to the United Nations by eminent Paul Robeson and Wil-
liam Patterson in 1951. Prison Lives Matters is a representa-
tive organization in support of this endeavor. Educating and 
broadening the base of support among incarcerated people 
and encouraging them to build cadres that are Future Fo-
cused toward the eventual establishment of a national united 
front. The Prison Lives Matter determination is important 
to ensure the struggle of incarcerated peoples are included in 
any forum and conference on the issue of mass incarceration, 
racist brutality, and political repression as it confronts poor 
and oppressed peoples, especially those who identify them-
selves as New Afrikans.

It is with this understanding, I am petitioning the New Af-
rikan and other formations to engage Prison Lives Matter 
and assist their determination to forge a national/regional 
structure to further unify and strengthen their capacity to 
give voice to the incarcerated in their fight to become their 
own liberators!

rev. love & unity -

Jalil Muntaqim,   co-founder of the National Jericho 

Amnesty Movement

in the spirit of mandela: international tribu-
nal on human rights violations and u.s. held 

political prisoners

To: All Prisoner Advocacy Organizations, Campaigns & 

Individuals

Re: 2021 International Tribunal On Human Rights Viola-

tions & U.S. Held Political Prisoners

Greetings Friends, Families, Comrades & Supporters Of U.S. 
Captured Freedom Fighters,

Jericho is spearheading the “In the Spirit of Mandela” IT (In-
ternational Tribunal) 2021 campaign proposed by co-found-
er of the National Jericho Movement Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. 
This initiative appeals to the international community, in-
cluding the International Commission of Jurists, to call for 
special hearings within the United Nations to review the cas-

Letter from National Jericho Movement, 

Spirit Of Mandela Coalition, Outreach Committee
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es of Political Prisoners. In collaboration with interested oth-
ers, much headway is being made regarding organizing and 
media efforts. The campaign “In the Spirit of Mandela” has 
almost completed the research, and the academic team will 
meet with the lawyers for an initial review of the condensed 
summary points. Collaborating, attending working sessions, 
media prep, among other activities continue.
Set your calendars now:

The International Tribunal on U.S. Human Rights Vi-

olations and Political Prisoners (ITUSHRPP) is set to 

take place in October 2021.

We intend to document, in detailed evidentiary form and uti-
lizing all available contemporary human rights precedents, 
the gross violations faced by colonized people and those who 
have defended basic self-determination principles. But this 
will not be a narrow or dry legalistic affair. This people’s Tri-
bunal is designed to both educate and mobilize, so renewed 
fight back movements can emerge and be strengthened.

We Are Aware That We Stand On Formidable Shoulders

In the 1940’s, W.E.B. DuBois first petitioned the new-
ly-formed United Nations regarding the rights of U.S.-born 
people of African descent; in the 1950’s Paul Robeson was 
one of a number who “Charged Genocide” against the U.S. 
government to the global body.

Minister Malcolm X’s formation in 1964 of the Organization 
of Afro-American Unity was part of a direct campaign to put 
the case of “the 22 million Black people who are the victims 
of Americanism” before the Organization of African Unity 
and the U.N. On Human Rights Day 1978, attorney Len-
nox Hinds— working on behalf of the National Conference 
of Black Lawyers, the Commission for Racial Justice of the 

United Church of Christ, and the National Alliance Against 
Racism—petitioned the UN’s Human Rights Commission, 
resulting in a team of seven international jurists investigating 
cases of gross violations pertaining to U.S. political prisoners.

Throughout the 1980’s and 1990’s, Dr. Luis Nieves Falcon 
and a wide array of petitioners held a variety of Tribunals in 
Europe, the U.S., and Puerto Rico, with verdicts indicating 
further abuses of the U.S. prison, police, political, and mili-
tary systems. And in 2014, the UN Human Rights Committee 
issued a report criticizing the U.S. for 25 distinct violations of 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights. We 
are aware that the people’s voice-including the voices of our 
long-incarcerated elders—must be heard!

Dr. Mutulu Shakur asserted the need for a U.S. process of 
truth and reconciliation, and many have begun to discuss and 
implement grassroots forum for truth-telling, where wit-
nesses listen and reflect upon voices “from the margins” to 
organize for an end to structural and militarized state vio-
lence. Jalil Muntaqim has called for campaigns “In the Spir-
it of Mandela,” where the international social and political 
context which helped revise the Standard Minimum Rules 
for the Treatment of Prisoners in 2015 be utilized in the case 
of those incarcerated in the U.S. Our International Tribu-
nal will call for testimony from both sides of the wall, both 
on issues of the torturous conditions of political imprison-
ment and on the root colonial and neo-colonial conditions 
and repression which inevitably lead to growing numbers of 
political prisoners. We will not separate the work to free our 
prisoners with the work to free the land, and for ultimate 
liberation of all.”

Get Ready for I.T. 2021! I.T. 2021 (International Tribunal 
October 2021) Dear Friend, Please begin to prepare for the 
“International Tribunal” organized by the In the Spirit of 
Mandela Coalition. At this early date we solicit your assis-
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tance in the brainstorming, planning, and donating. We value 
your input and what you do and have done for the movement 
and championing real issues impacting communities across 
America, prisons, and people of color. The “In the Spirit of 
Mandela” initiative is the brainchild of Jericho’s co-founder 
Jalil Muntaqim (Anthony Bottom). Hopefully, you will agree 
to assist, and if you do, please feel free to engage at your own 
level of comfort and capacity.

Dates: Friday, October 22nd – Tuesday, October 26, 2021

Location: New York City (Venues TBA)

Formally indicting the United States government and its 
States with historical, systematic, and ongoing human rights 
violations against people of color, working class people, and 
the planet! Outcomes Reparations Establishment of People’s 
Senate International Solidarity Truth & Justice Commission 
to Free All Political Prisoners.

Contact your local Representative or:
Jihad Abdulmumit, Outreach Committee Representative

jihadabdulmumit@gmail.com
https://spiritofmandela.org/
804-304-8595

Jericho meets virtually to work on the campaign “In the Spir-
it of Mandela/I.T. 2021”. Due to Covid19, our meetings are 
online. For future meetings contact nycjericho@gmail.com 
if you are interested in becoming involved. We invite you 
to support this initiative. Everyone is encouraged to check 
out the website http://spiritofmandela.org. In the Spirit of 
Mandela, activists across the country are urged to join and 
support in whatever way they are able in political solidarity  
toward the building of the National Coalition for the Human 
Rights of Political Prisoners”. Please read our invitation be-
low and contact us if you are interested in endorsing, spon-
soring, or otherwise becoming involved in “The Spirit of 

Mandela” initiative.

“Greetings of Peace! “It is said that no one truly knows a na-
tion until one has been inside its jails. A nation should not 
be judged by how it treats its highest citizens, but its low-
est ones.” Nelson Mandela “The government can become so 
elitist and concentrate on elitist interests. To help the gov-
ernment, you must constantly hold its attention.” - Winnie 
Madikizela-Mandela

The IN THE SPIRIT OF MANDELA coalition invites you 
to join our campaign to develop an International Coalition to 
acknowledge, recognize and push for the release of US held 
Political Prisoners. The conditions under which US political 
prisoners are forced to live, and the length of their sentences 
violates international law and the UN Nelson Mandela Rules. 
In December 2015, the United Nations General Assem-
bly adopted its landmark resolution 70/175 entitled “Unit-
ed Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners (the Nelson Mandela Rules”) (https://www.pe-
nalreform.org/priorities/prison-conditions/standard-mini-
mum-rules/). These Rules condemn the United States’ pol-
icies and practices of punitive solitary confinement, medical 
neglect and long-term solitary confinement.

This particular international initiative stems from a call from 
co-founder of the National Jericho Movement to Free All 
Political Prisoners, Jalil Abdul Muntaqim. Although efforts 
to present our issues in the international arena certainly are 
not new—Malcolm X urged such in the 1960s—this Initiative 
begins with a much-needed renewed energy, focus and com-
mitment. While constantly organizing and soliciting endors-
ers and sponsors, our first campaign objective was contacting 
the International Commission of Jurists (ICJ) (https://www.
icj.org) to initiate a formal investigation into the holding of 
Political Prisoners in the United States. Representatives from 
the ICJ had come to the United States before in 1979 to visit 
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Political prisoners Sundiata Acoli and Ed Poindexter. Some 
forty years later these prisoners still remain in prison.

Ultimately, we hope to use this investigation to bring the fol-
lowing results: 
• Generate international awareness and attention.
• Implore the United Nation to convene a Truth and Rec-

onciliation Tribunal to explore, expose and address the 
social, economic, and political historic conditions of peo-
ple of color, and particularly black people in the United 
States, revolutionaries and movement organizations that 
struggle against these conditions, and the government’s 
brutal and illegal response to those organizations and 
people resulting in the deaths and incarcerations of hun-
dreds.

• Build political and legal pressure to call for the release of 
Political Prisoners We realize that we have a difficult job 
ahead, but the more national and international solidarity 
we garner, the greater the chances for victory.

We hope you will join the campaign by -

1. Agreeing to support by clearly identifying your organi-

zation and contact person;

2. Providing your accurate email and phone number (We 

will keep you informed of developments of this initia-

tive); and

3. Partaking of the unique experience of collectively brain 

storming strategies to bring this struggle to the interna-

tional arena and to the United Nations.

Your input is valued at any level.
In Solidarity,
Sadiki “Bro. Shep” Olugbala, Tribunal Outreach Committee 
for The National Jericho Movement In the Spirit of Mandela 
Coalition
Panthershepcat@aol.com
https://spiritofmandela.org/

The murder of George Floyd opened the eyes of most every-
one in America, even the world. 2020 in fact was doing just 
that, giving people perfect 20/20 vision to see the injustices 
more clearly. Now more aware myself I took to Delaware, 
more particularly Wilmington, where I was born and raised 
ready to make a difference. Upon my arrival I literally parked 
directly in the midst of a protest. I quickly joined and that 
first contact changed the course of my life. This is when I first 
found out about the problems in Delaware. This is also the 
place I first heard that Delaware had the largest incarceration 
rate per capita in the entire world. My mind was blown.

Let that sink in…not just the East Coast or even the United 
States but the whole world? A state so small with numbers so 
high is alarming to say the least. However, it forced me to dig 
deeper as to who and why. Currently Delaware’s incarcer-
ation rate is 756 per 100,000 and the rate of imprisonment 
has continued to grow drastically over the last 40 years. It 
currently exceeds the United States Average (PrisonPolicy.
org, 2020)

When I first started this journey of knowledge, Delaware 
was number one in incarnation rate, however Delaware in 
2020, is second to Louisiana. Second by 9%. We beat out Tex-
as which is enormous compared to Delaware by over 10%. 
How can a state so small be second in incarceration? Also, 
the majority are Black and Brown faces. Six out of 10 inmates 
in the state of Delaware are Black. However, we make up less 
than 22 % of the population across the state. Also, when it 
comes to the amount of people actually locked up, Delaware 
places 15th. Also, statistically the average 22-year-old black 
male from Delaware is either dead or has had an altercation 

delaware prisons
by Jay Rene
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with police. How can this be possible?

Well for starters there is a clear line when it comes to the 
school to prison pipeline in Wilmington. Currently there is a 
report that the Attorney General sends to schools when stu-
dents encounter police off of school premises. This report 
is based on the arrest or altercation and not the result of the 
contact. This means a student could be swept up in an arrest 
or come in contact with police but found innocent of any 
crime. After contact, the report is sent out to the appropriate 
schools and consequences of that report would already have 
been passed down onto the student. One of the effects of this 
report is sending students to an alternative school to further 
their education and removing them out of the normal high 
school setting.

Along with this there are also lack of things to do. It seems 
that the average Delaware youth has nothing but time on 
my hands to get into trouble. More grassroots programs are 
needed in this area. Many complain of the overly priced pro-
bation fees that if not paid can land someone back behind the 
walls. When it comes to the parole system, in a recent grad-
ing Delaware received an F- (Renaud, 2019). Also, current-
ly there are talks that the Delaware Prison system is failing 
when it comes to being precautions with COVID-19. They 
adamantly deny this claim, but many prisoners are saying 
that basic precautions such as staff wearing face mask, are 
even being ignored. In June a report, Delaware received an-
other F in regard to its response to the COVID-19 pandemic 
(Widra &Hayre, 2020)

These things along with other things unlisted has assisted 
Delaware to stand out internationally when it comes to in-
carceration rate and their judicial system as a whole. A state 
so small, with enormous problems that point to racial dispar-
ity and prejudice. More to follow.

State Final score Letter grade

Alabama  16.39 F+
Alaska  13.79 F
Arizona  9.36 F
Arkansas  20.38 F+
California 18.36 F+
Colorado 23.37 D-
Connecticut 14.50 F+
Delaware 13.71 F
Florida  9.04 F
Georgia  15.06 F+
Hawai’i  10.41 F
Idaho  14.63 F+
Illinois  n/a n/a
Indiana  14.53 F+
Iowa  17.45 F+
Kansas  17.61 F+
Kentucky 23.90 D-
Louisiana 16.30 F+
Maine  21.22 D-
Maryland 16.28 F+
Massachusetts 20.99 F+
Michigan 25.82 D-
Minnesota 23.32 D-
Mississippi 12.29 F
Missouri  19.77 F+

Montana 13.08 F
Nebraska 16.48 F+
Nevada  12.30 F
New Hampshire 14.19 F+
New Jersey 19.93 F+
New Mexico 17.62 F+
New York 18.11 F+
North Carolina 14.48 F+
North Dakota 16.78 F+
Ohio  12.63 F
Oklahoma 15.36 F+
Oregon  21.23 D-
Pennsylvania 19.16 F+
Rhode Island 15.51 F+
South Carolina 15.58 F+
South Dakota 11.94 F
Tennessee 26.35 D-
Texas  10.03 F
Utah  16.69 F+
Vermont 23.65 D-
Virginia  16.62 F+
Washington 19.28 F+
West Virginia 23.59 D-
Wisconsin 16.75 F+
Wyoming 8.15 F
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the concept and practice of dual power: 
the opportunity to rebuild a movement

by Shaka Shakur

One concept of revolutionary dual power is the taking of po-
litical theory and ideology and applying it to concrete condi-
tions. This is applicable to mass organizing work, prison sol-
idarity work, etc.. In this instance, I would like to talk about 
some of the responses and work being done as a result of this 
COVID-19 attack. Work that is being done by revolutionary, 
radical, militant or progressive groups and organizations in 
various communities throughout the empire.
 
When the C-19 attack hit, everyone was fearful and nervous 
becuz we wasn’t all that sure what it was. Some self-interest-
ed groups and media hyped and manipulated that fear. Some 
for self-serving interest, some for kapitalist economic rea-
sons and some just out of ignorance.
 
You see when it comes to one another, it is easy to fear what 
you don’t know or understand. When you take the decades 
of social conditioning with movies like Mad Max, The Purge, 
Isaiah, then some of our first instinct is to fear your neigh-
bor, horde food, stockpile weapons or go online and fan the 
flames of this fear. Then there are those like Us. People who 
believe in and fight for, struggle for a better future, who fight 
for a more just and humane world free of all the negative 
‘isms’ that destroy people and whole generation’s lives. Ism’s 
like racism, kapitalism, kolonialism and Imperialism that 
sucks the life out of us all. Sexism and homophobia that pro-
motes and creates so much sexual and social violence in our 
various communities.

Dual power is when you do not depend on the govt to meet 
the needs of the people and community. Dual power is when 

we rebuild parallel structures and infrastructures that serve 
the needs of the people. All people. In actuality dual power 
functions as a parallel govt that is empowering the people to 
do for themselves and utilizing their resources to meet the 
needs of the people and their community.

We serve the people and their interest, because their interest 
is our interest. We organize, network and empower the peo-
ple to take control and responsibility over their own destiny.

How do we do that? In Indiana groups and organizations like 
I.Watch, NALC, NABPP, various BLM Chapters and too 
many others to name are rooted in the community, orga-
nizing food drives and setting up distribution networks for 
critical resources like clothes and medications. Setting up taxi 
type services for ppl who dont have transportation, coming 
to an understanding with street organizations with the New 
Afrikan Black Panther Party taking the lead with other or-
ganizations to implement security networks and patrols in 
our neighborhoods instead of relying on or having the state 
police and national guards doing it. Some collectives started 
community gardens and distributed the food to ppl and fam-
ilies that needed it. All of this is being done freely.

We don’t care what so-called “race” you are, gender you are 
etc.. We care about serving the people and setting the exam-
ples of socialism in theory and practice.

In Indiana, we also took the lead along with many comrades 
in other states with calling for and demanding the realease of 
prisoners who were either at risk or had a year or less left on 
their sentences.

Prisoners’ families contacted some of us and we also utilized 
various forms of social media to organize, to cultivate work-
ing relationships with all kinds of people from various back-
grounds and walks of life. What did we have in common? 



22 23

We cared about someone locked down in these modern day 
koncentration kamps. We cared about prisoners/captives 
and how the state/govt is disregarding Our/their lives. We 
networked and organized pH zaps to the various seats of 
power calling for release of prisoners. People organized pro-
tests and rallies out in front of the jails and prisons while call-
ing press conferences.In solidarity, prisoners in at least three 
other prisons went on mass hunger strikes asking for basic 
treatment, humane treatment e.g. to be issued face mask, to 
have access to be tested, to not be punished by being placed in 
solitary for developing symptoms.

By our outside comrades going into churches and activat-
ing our own distribution network, we have all been exposed 
more to and learned from the people, while also exposing to 
the people our politics and what we are about. What we see 
developing on the ground in Indiana and behind enemy lines 
is a result of the work that groups and collectives like Idoc 
Watch, New Afrikan Liberation Collective, Black Lives Mat-
ters and Prison Lives Matter have been doing for years in the 
state with boots on the ground.

With this momentum gathering, now that more people are 
seeking to get involved, now that the sleeping giant behind 
the prison walls continues to awaken, we have to seize the 
moment.

The media wants to highlight all the little cute, feel good 
social networking being done online with the viral videos, 
mass social interactions, tik toc videos, and the like and all 
that has its place. But again we have a vision of a new soci-
ety. Again we believe in the radical transformation of soci-
ety. A society where prisons and caging people are no longer 
necessary. Where our elders are not being wiped the fuck 
out becuz they have been placed in some so called nursing 
home or institution with overworked and under paid people 
or dominated by a business or corporation that is trying to 

profit. A world and a society that is no longer structured by 
klasses. We want an end to this society where privileged folks 
get health care, get tested and treatment, while poor folks get 
death! We want an end to a society where we get mass graves, 
unclaimed bodies or stacked in unrefrigerated U Haul Trucks 
on the side streets in Brooklyn, NY!

This is real. People always talking about what can’t happen 
in amerika. Well it’s happening. The lack of govt resources 
distributed to various hospitals, poor communities or rural 
areas is a clue to the future.

Dual power allows us to prepare for such realities. It allows 
Us to build the political, economic, and military structures 
and infrastructure we need to help facilitate the bringing into 
reality the vision of a better world. It gives us an opportuni-
ty to share, discuss and breakdown our politics. Dual power 
helps us to overcome the superficialities that seperate us as 
we learn, teach and grow. Sometimes you have to break the 
rules in order to make new rules that work for everyone and 
is applied equally.

We have teachers amongst Us, nurses and medical people 
amongst us, engineers and ppl with other skills amongst us. 
Plus a lot of people whom have loss their jobs, people didn’t 
or don’t have savings, people who are hurting. They also need 
help. We have comrades purchasing land and properties for 
community centers. Why not other classes, why not commu-
nity seizure of empty lots and plant community gardens for 
community consumption?

When contradictions sharpen between us and the state and 
they try to kriminalize us, spread propaganda about us, iso-
late and neutralize us, it is these people, the masses that we 
serve and continue to serve who will fight for us, protect us 
and stand not only for us, but with us.
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This is why when we see workers at Amazon, Walmart and 
other companies, businesses and institutions walk off the job 
in protest due to unsafe working conditions, we should be 
there to give support, to follow their lead in demanding that 
these companies or govt entities be held accountable. We 
should also try to meet their needs where possible.

In Indiana we have the chance to really build and strength-
en the movement. We also have a chance to force the state 
to make some concessions where the so call kriminal justice 
system is concerned. It’s time for the State of Indiana to catch 
up with the 21st century with how it treats its prisoners, with 
how it sentences its so called citizens, with its lack of parole 
boards or chance for early release. With its new sentencing 
guidelines that has forced the rate of incarceration up anoth-
er 35 + %. Its time for these people to be challenged, exposed 
and held accountable.

For those activist groups who have no history or experience 
in doing prisoner solidarity work, you should form prisoner 
solidarity committees within your own groups so that you 
can research and discuss amongst yourselves what it is ex-
actly that you want to do. I would suggest that you try to 
locate and develop a working relationship with other groups 
who have already been doing some of this work. Groups that 
have WORKING RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE PRISON-
ERS THAT THEY CLAIM TO REPRESENT. I would sug-
gest that you try to develop principled working relationship 
with a political prisoner, an activist prisoner, or progressive 
prison group. We can further build this movement by estab-
lishing points of unity, areas and issues we agree on and try to 
build a coalition. A coalition where we leave egos and petty 
differences at the door. Maybe we can develop a statewide 
Steering Comte, maybe a Coalition of Delegates and try and 
build a solid movement and utilize this momentum.

Remember Dual Power helps us to build and put in place the 

basic infrastructure and pillars of the society we say we want 
to create. It also helps some of us to heal and recover from 
the damage caused by living under such a system, while we 
simultaneously work to change and or destroy some of the 
sick social relations and social intercourse with one another 
that we have been taught is natural, like racism for example.                                    

 AP2P!! FREE ALL POLITICAL PRISONERS!!
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idoc watch: 
Prison abolition in indiana

There are nearly 30,000 people held captive by the Indiana 
Department of Correction and another 20,000 or so in coun-
ty jails at any given time. Indiana is not unique in its reliance 
on cages to contain and pacify its population, people it con-
siders to be too dangerous to the social order. It is unique in 
that while many other states have been trending downward 
in terms of the size of their prison populations, Indiana has 
done the opposite. Since 2015, the number of Indiana resi-
dents behind bars has increased thanks to a change in sen-
tencing laws, keeping felony level 6 convicts in local jails 
with more severe felonies having longer sentences. These 
are broad and surface level statistics though. Much more can 
be said about the IDOC that cannot be so easily quantified. 
The administration of Indiana prisons follows a strategy of 
pacification and silence. Prisoners are underfed, their med-
ical needs are ignored and treated carelessly with pain kill-
ers and psychotropic drugs, hallways and cells overrun with 
brown sewage water. And lest someone wanted to get the 
word out to the world about these conditions, that costs 26 
cents a minute, not to mention the almost certain retaliation 
that would follow for speaking ill of the institution. None of 
this is the result of neglect or ignorance on the part of the 
powers that be in the DOC administration. The quickest way 
to a promotion is to demonstrate a malicilous indifference to 
human suffering and a sadistic satisfaction in breaking the 
will to resist. That’s why the best way to make your bones 
as an IDOC prisoncrat is to spend some time on the SHU at 
Wabash Valley, where the political prisoners who refuse to 
bend the knee often end up, being starved, maced, and senso-
ry-deprived just to shut them up.
 A situation like this calls for a major organizing effort. 
This is exactly what we in IDOC Watch set out to do several 
years ago and continue to strive for today. It began as simple 

correspondence leading to a concret plan. Organizing with 
prisoners has been going on in Indiana for a long time, but in 
Indiana, “the south’s middle finger,” broader bases of support 
are hard to find. Most people are ignorant of the carceral sys-
tem in general. Even if they know the buzzwords like “mass 
incarceration,” to the average hoosier it’s still something that 
happens somewhere else, not exactly at the forefront of their 
minds, much less concerning their day to day lives. Indiana’s 
permanent Republican supermajority would very much like 
to keep it that way. This is a situation we set out to change, 
but a few things had to be accomplished first. Number one 
we needed a crew of committed Abolitionists. That is, a 
group of people that do not measure success by petty reforms 
achieved by calling congresspeople. You know, the kind of 
reforms that end up backfiring and becoming new avenues 
to exploit prisoners. That’s an old story, you think you’ve 
gained something because a group of state senators takes a 
tour of a prison, only to be escorted through a meticulously 
rehearsed production where hand-picked inmates and staff 
paint the rosiest picture possible. Or you spend all your or-
ganizations time and energy getting the DOC to cancel their 
contract with a medical provider like Corizon, only to turn 
around and hire an equally detestable company like Wexford. 
We needed people who wouldn’t be satisfied with these kinds 
of half-measures.
 We needed people that were committed to building 
power,  power that could threaten the very basis of the prison 
system. That’s what abolition means, power. Outside of that, 
everything is imaginary. We don’t want a kindlier, gentler 
prison system, we want a completely new world. Now before 
you ask the inevitbable questions about what a world without 
prisons could look like, consider this. To be an abolitionist is 
to take a particular stance, one that excludes the possibility of 
being co-opted or manipulated by the enemy. Anything less 
than the abolitionist stance makes us vulnerable to the mil-
lion and one methods carefully cultivated by those who wish 
to see us fail, who use every tactic at their disposal to derail us 
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and make us think we’re doing the right thing. We can’t fight 
from a position of weakness when we start out with so little 
on our side. If you take anything at all from the meaning of 
Abolition, take that.
 The next thing we had to do was create a network of 
correspondence between the abolitionists and the prisoners. 
This is the life blood for any prison organization. Outside 
organizers can not do the work of liberation for the prison-
ers, they can only be accomplices in the struggle. Connecting 
with the politically active is the easiest part. Odds are they’ve 
been corresponding with plenty of people before you ever 
thought of it. These comrades have seen it all and they are a 
wealth of knowledge and experience. Correspondence is no 
easy thing though. It takes time and energy, emotional and 
physical. The most important thing is to keep that communi-
cation going.
 It can be easy for the outside organizer to forget the 
psychological toll of sitting in a cell, waiting for that next let-
ter or that next email. We can never let people think that they 
have been forgotten. It’s imperative that work be distribut-
ed and delegated so that ones do not become overwhelmed 
and drop out. This is a difficult challenge and we’ve seen our 
share of ups and downs. Nowadays when we recruit we make 
it clear to people the kind of committment that is expected. 
This can slow growth but it makes the organization stronger. 
The worst case scenario is someone who committs for a time 
but then leaves inside comrades hanging and lets a lapse of 
communication disrupt the network.
 So we have our comrades and we have our commu-
nications network. The next step is to build solidarity. This 
comes with meeting the needs of and responding to the crises 
faced by our inside comrades. We have gained a lot of valu-
able experience with this kind of work.
 Every single day a guard will harrass a prisoner with 
taunts and racial slurs, they may mix rat feces or saliva in their 
food, and/or write them up on bogus charges of “failure to 
comply” or an assault on staff which was no more than some-

one being in a justifiably bad mood. Then there’s the system-
atic abuses like no heat in the winter or excessive cold that 
saps the energy of the body, the starvation level of caloric in-
take from sack lunches or miniscule portions. On and on and 
on. Prisoners have no hope in fighting these abuses through 
“institutional methods,” and so that’s where we come in. We 
have cultivated a significant online presence through social 
media and our website. We consistently publish the writings 
of our comrades, giving them as wide a reach as possible.
 We network with prison-focused organizations 
throughout the country. All of this comes into play when we 
orchestrate a response to a particular abuse going on in the 
prisons. Phone and email campaigns are always the first mea-
sure. The collective puts out a mass request for phone calls 
and emails directed at the particular prison as well as central 
office.
 Typically a script for callers to read is included if they 
so choose. The ideal is having as many people as possible 
flood the institution, gumming up their phone lines and in-
boxes with concerned messages. This tactic can be suprising-
ly effective as there is a significant burden put on the daily 
workload of the admnistration to either resolve the issue or 
to discover a way to sidestep. Depending on the severity of 
the situation an escalation in our response is required. This 
is where it gets trickier because it is where the limitations of 
decentralized communication networks have to be overcome 
and translated to targeted, organized, and on the ground 
work.
 The ability to expand our work further depends on a 
number of factors. These include an accumulation of knowl-
edge regarding the operations of the prison system and, most 
importantly, the cultivation of an extended support network. 
The difficulty in making this happen cannot be understated. 
Especially in a state like Indiana. We do not have the organi-
zational history, we do not have access to reliable media cov-
erage, and we live in the context of an extremely reactionary 
society.
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 We have taken on the responsibility of making the 
prison struggle a primary issue mostly by doing what others 
simply have not. This means that much of what we have done 
has been experimental. Through our solidarity work we have 
developed relationships with families and friends of prison-
ers throughout the state. We have organized a holiday gift 
drive for 4 straight years, developing a long list of contacts.  
We are publishing a quaterly newletter for people on the out-
side to read the works of prisoners. We have hosted several 
protests at the IDOC headquarters and several prisons at the 
outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic. Work is being done 
now to consolidate the extended networks of contacts we 
have obtained into a robust solidarity network. This will take 
more time. Ways for people to get invovled and stay involed 
must be developed in order not to lose people for idleness. An 
essential part of ensuring growth and participation will come 
from prisoners and especially former prisoners. Thankfully 
we are also working to bridge the gap between the formerly 
incarcerted and the population at large.
 This is of course a issue of re-entry. As you likely 
know, prisoners exiting the DOC are offered next to nothing 
to get them off and running. If they are lucky enough to have 
supportive family and friends, it is still an immense strain 
given the need for employment, housing, transportation, 
and the suffocating requirements of the parole and probation 
systems. The psychological toll of spending so many years in 
a cage is unfathomable. Adjusting to mundane tasks of daily 
life is a struggle in itself.
 We cannot expect the state or even typical non-prof-
its to make up for this. We have worked with people who 
spent their entire adult lives behind bars who were suddenly 
thrust into a rapidly changing world with no one to guide 
them through it. Being effective at re-entry support can only 
come with experience and an accumulation of resources. It 
takes a serious level of maturity. Learning how to set bound-
aries, regulate expectations, and communicate effectively are 
vital skills that every collective needs to develop. Without 

them we can only expect the vast majority of people to wind 
up back behind bars. The problem is even more complicated 
when a politically active person is released. The state will go 
out of its way to violate them on the most minor of trumped 
up charges. In order to establish an effective re-entry sup-
port model, we have raised funds for the purchase of homes, 
side-stepping the problem of bigoted landlords. We have a 
thoroughly planned proposition for starting ex-prisoner led 
companies to generate more funds for the re-entry program. 
All of this requires a high level of organization and a delegat-
ing of labor so as not to overwhelm any of our comrades.
 Our hope is that as more and more people successful-
ly get out and stay out, they will take the lead in developing 
the inside-out support network by working in and among 
themselves and the families and friends of those effected by 
incarceration. This is a monumental task but a neccessary 
one. Our potential depends on growing our power through 
successful re-entry.
 Looking back at the years we have spent in IDOC 
Watch, we believe that we have created something that has 
made real progress in the prison abolitionist movement. At 
the very least we forged a path that can serve as an example 
to prison abolitionists everywhere. One thing we have strug-
gled with but have made great strides in rectifying is consoli-
dating our organizational model. We now have a formalized 
structure, and importantly, a concrete political line. The po-
litical line has served us as an educational tool for new re-
cruits both inside and out and has been used for study groups. 
It draws a clear demarcation between reform oriented and 
abolitionist oriented prison organizing.  Though we 
do not reject tactical cooperation with other organizations, 
especially when these organizations meet fundamental needs 
of prisoners and their loved ones, we maintain our political 
principles and use them as a guide. We have learned how to 
divide our labors across needs of correspondence, finance, 
crisis response and other forms of work.
 As with every organization though the toughest chal-
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lenges can come from within. We cannot tolerate harmful 
or abusive behavior and we must hold it accountable. Many 
organizations struggle with and ultimately collapse because 
of harm done by members to other members. Harm which 
often goes ignored or covered up. This is unnacceptable. It is 
inevitable that conflicts arise. Struggles over politics, strategy 
etc, are a healthy thing, but harm is something else entirely. 
We must learn to protect our comrades and hold those who 
have done harm accountable. This creates a culture of trust, 
which is indespensable when doing the kind of work we do.
 If you are reading this and are thinking that you too 
would like to be part of the prison abolitionist movement 
then we can only rejoice in that prospect. Start correspodence 
which goes across the walls. Share the voices of prisoners. 
Study the ins and outs of your state’s prison system. Remem-
ber that those who are incarcerated will lead the struggle for 
liberation. It is their freedom to win. Those on the outside 
play a vital role but cannot be victorious alone.  
 They have a responsibility to the prisoners and they 
will show their committment through their work. Always be 
watchful of those who say they are on our side but push us to 
capitulation. Be skeptical that the state ever takes actions that 
serve your interests. Invariably their is always something else 
going on underneath.
 IDOC Watch is here to support you, and we need 
you too. All Power To The People!

IDOC Watch can be contacted at: idocwatch@gmail.com
idocwatch.org, facebook.com/idocwatch

voice of the voiceless:
the prison system is failing across america

Across America the prison system seems to be failing. From 
personal accounts as well as family reports, their screams cry 
that the system across the nation is failing at their jobs, failing 
at keeping up with their responsibilities and failing the peo-
ple that they house as well their families and every taxpayer 
across America. This article will highlight a few of the issues 
that have been reported from prisons across America.

Let’s start with the first state. The state of Delaware received 
an F minus on the ACLU report when it came to its prison 
system response to the COVID-19 crisis in June 2020. Since 
this crisis has begun one person has died in their care. It has 
been reported that the incarcerated there are not allowed 
to receive commissary and have not been able to do so for 
months. Many prisoners complain of not being able to go to 
the law library. It has also been reported that their calls are 
being restricted even the ones to legal counsel.

In North Carolina you have similar problems. Nash Correc-
tional Facility is being reported by inmates and family that 
they are restricting those with health issues from receiving 
the legal special diet that they are supposed to receive that 
is given in prescription form from a doctor. It has also been 
reported of the watering down of products that are used to 
sanitize as well as reusing the bottles in which they come. 
Which goes against federal laws. They are also not testing 
prisoners properly which is causing more and more to be-
come infected within their facilities. It has also gotten to the 
point that prisoners are no longer able to turn in grievances 
which will assist them later with legal proceedings.

In Indiana you will find systematic starvation happening at 
Wabash Valley Correctional Facility it is reported that pris-
oners in the SHU are losing up to 10, 15 and 20 pounds at a 

by Jay Rene
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time. It has also been reported that rats and rat feces have 
been found on food trays given out to prisoners in the SHU. 
The temperatures are cold, and they are being denied normal 
diets as well as video visitations with their families. Reports 
also say that they are being denied commissary.

Similar stories can be found in prisons across Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, and California. The reason why these issues can go 
on without any intervening is because we as a people must 
bond together and demand that the government and each 
state do their job.

Those incarcerated or not looking for Special treatment nor 
are they looking for a handout. What they are looking for 
and asking for is for the people to stand up for what is right 
and make these organizations do their jobs. We cannot allow 
these organizations not to do their jobs because when we do 
that, we allow them to not only be cruel, but we allow them 
to steal our money from us as taxpayers.

Regardless of how one may feel personally about those who 
are incarcerated, we must remember that we are all human 
first and human decency should be something that we lead 
with. Inhumane treatment of our fellow man should not and 
can not be accepted. Systematic starvation, sensory depriva-
tion, isolation from their support systems and the breaking 
of rules set in place for officials to follow are all a part of cur-
rent prison system. It is our system and together we must fix 
all the problems that we discover.

You can find more info about the grading scale and the re-
sponse to COVID across America here: Failing Grades: 
States’ Responses to COVID-19 in Jails & Prisons | American 
Civil Liberties Union (aclu.org)

The things written in this article are based off of statements 
of the incarcerated and the family and friends of those incar-
cerated.

on plm
Jailhouse Lawyers Speak ECC unanimously voted to answer 
the call placed out be Komrade Jalil Muntaqim, which is to 
engage with the PLM. After a JLS member had a lengthy 
conversation with Komrade Kwame it was determined that 
in “unity as a body of representatives” the PLM would be 
serving the national prison movement and community at 
large with greater strength and impact.
 Yes, we would be meeting the challenges of our time. 
A key member of JLS will serve as a representative on the 
PLM NEC. With other key leaders in the current prison 
movement and those recently liberated. PLM will create and 
push out political education materials for prisoners and orga-
nize important future events.
 If you’re not on board or informed yet, we encour-
age you to make contact to find out how you can become 
involved or support.

Dare 2 Struggle, Dare 2 Win!

Burn The Prisons!

Jailhouse Lawyers Speak,
G. Green (JLS - west region)
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2020 brought a resurgence and unprecedented support of 
#BlackLivesMatter through the much-publicized murders 
of Black men and women, and video evidence of the always 
pervasive police violence against Black bodies. True revolu-
tion comes through attacking one of the favorite tools of a 
white supremacist, capitalist society: mass incarceration. Any 
meaningful support of Black lives must include support of 
incarcerated individuals.
Prison Lives Matter serves as a united front for political pris-
oners, prisoners of war, and politicized individuals who seek 
to abolish legalized slavery. Section 1 of the 13th Amend-
ment to the Constitution of the United States clearly states 
that slavery has not been abolished, only refined:

Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a pun-
ishment for crime whereof the party shall have been duly 
convicted, shall exist within the United States, or any place 
subject to their jurisdiction.

 To come together to upend, not “reform” a system set 
up to uphold white supremacy that can never be reformed, it 
is imperative to listen to those who are or have been incarcer-
ated. As Prison Lives Matter national spokesperson and New 
Afrikan Liberation Collective (NALC) co-founder/chairman 
Kwame Shakur and NALC co-founder Shaka Shakur point 
out, “For decades, WE have been screaming about the Fer-
gusons, Balitmores, and the like behind the prison walls of 
amerikkka. For decades, we have screamed about the legal 
and illegal lynching, the daily beatings while handcuffed be-
hind our backs, the aggravated assaults where our heads ‘just 
happen’ to attack billy clubs, steel bars, and concrete floors.’”

a call for unity to dismantle the legal-
ized slavery of the prison industrial 

complex

 Kwame’s mentor Jalil Muntaqim, who was released 
in 2020 after nearly 50 years of being a political prisoner, has 
been setting the foundation for national unity since his ‘We 
Are Our Own Liberators’ was first published in 2000. This is 
not a call for faux national unity proposed by politicians who 
will never shut down their own self-interests in maintaining 
a white supremacist system, but a unity that uses a national 
and regional structure that uses the powerful work of those 
incarcerated to develop structures and alliances of those who 
oppose mass incarceration and support the liberation of po-
litical prisoners.
 We need to support those who are incarcerated, but 
also listen to their words as no one knows the truths of mass 
incarceration and what revolution looks like the way they 
do. Muntaqim was infected with COVID-19 while he was in 
prison, yet he was denied a compassionate release. A system 
with no concern for Black lives which falsely claims not to 
hold prisoners for political reasons is incapable of provid-
ing any sort of compassion without being challenged. We 
see the work of activists like Haki Kweli Shakur and others 
seeking compassionate release for revolutionaries like Dr. 
Matulu Shakur, who has been incarcerated since 1986 for his 
political beliefs and has life-threatening bone marrow can-
cer, and Sundiata Acoli, who has been incarcerated for more 
than 47 years and who was hospitalized when he contracted 
COVID-19.
 Earlier this month, Kwame organized a “Call to Ac-
tion” to stop illegal, inhumane restrictions on the Secure 
Housing Unit (SHU) at Wabash Valley Correctional Facility. 
In addition to being in the SHU Earlier this month, Kwame 
organized a “Call to Action” to stop illegal, inhumane restric-
tions on the secure housing unit (SHU) at Wabash Valley 
Correctional Facility where he is being held. In addition to 
being in the SHU (solitary confinement) for 23-24 hours a 
day, he has no access to video visitation, so he has not seen 
his family in any way since the pandemic began. Since the 
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SHU does not even allow commissary purchases, Kwame has 
not been able to even send his family an updated photo since 
he went into the SHU on July 31, 2018.
 Muntaqim has recently revised his “Three Phrase 
Theory for National Independence,” the theoretical founda-
tion for the Front For The Liberation Of The New Afrikan 
Nation (FROLINAN). Consistent with the work of Prison 
Lives Matter, the first phase is “Class Struggle for National 
Unity.” For PLM, that means implementing a national strate-
gy geared toward creating Regional Organizing Committees 
(ROCs) on both sides of the wall. That means each and every 
one of us has the opportunity, and even the responsibility, to 
be part of building and sustaining this revolutionary move-
ment.
 What Can Each of Us Do? The most important work 
of PLM inside and outside of prison walls is EDUCATION. 
Not the force-fed learning of the U.S.’s test- and white-cen-
tered educational system, but the political education taught 
to us by those who are, or have been, held captive, and rev-
olutionary comrades. As Muntaqim says, supporting Prison 
Lives Matter and its national and regional structures will 
help incarcerated people in becoming their own liberators!

Resources:

Prison Lives Matter: https://www.supportprisonlives.org/
New Afrikan Black Panther Party: https://www.facebook.
com/NewAfrikanBPP
Republic of New Afrika: https://pg-rna.com/info/
Hella Black Podcast (Founders of #PeoplesBreakfastOakland, 
Delency Parham and Muntaqim’s nephew Blake Simons): 
https://www.hellablackpod.com/

kwame shakur indicts legalized 
slavery

This is a speech written for a prisoner organized rally 

against censorship on Aug. 11 outside the Indiana Depart-

ment of Corrections headquarters in downtown India-

napolis.

Revolutionary greetings!

Prisoners’ families and supporters rallied outside IDOC (In-
diana Department of Corrections) headquarters in Indianap-
olis on Aug. 11. The rally was called and organized by the 
prisoners.

The New Afrikan Liberation Collective has organized this 
Prison Lives Matter campaign as a call to action on behalf of 
all political prisoners and prisoners of war being held captive 
across the country inside America’s concentration camps.

Prison Lives Matter will serve as a unified front for the pris-
on movement: the revolutionary prison class individuals and 
their organizations who are struggling to abolish legal slav-
ery in America.

When the unconscious masses hear the terms “political pris-
oner” or “POW,” they have been conditioned to automatical-
ly picture U.S. imperialist soldiers who have been captured 
overseas. These fascist pigs are seen as national heroes, al-
though they are invading the land of underdeveloped Third 
World nations and committing mass genocide, bombing in-
nocent men, women and children and stealing their natural 
resources for the political economic gain of U.S. capitalism.

We must destroy this American colonial mentality and de-
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velop a revolutionary mentality and consciousness within 
the people.

The United States’ empire is a prison house of nations; the 
United States of America is an oppressor nation with groups 
or oppressed colonies of people who have been stripped 
of their nationality and turned into an inferior “race,” class 
groups who are subordinate to the upper ruling class. The 
predetermined social and economic conditions of the capi-
talist class structure create a massive disproportion of wealth 
and property – which creates the fundamental class contra-
diction of privilege and poverty.

New Afrikans and poor “white” people are a part of the pro-
letariat class. The proletariat is the class of lowest status in a 
capitalist society; the working class who sell their labor in or-
der to survive; the neo-slave who is stuck in a never-ending 
cycle of economic exploitation, living paycheck to paycheck 
while the upper ruling class profits from our oppression.

Prison Lives Matter will serve as a unified front for the pris-
on movement: the revolutionary prison class individuals and 
their organizations who are struggling to abolish legal slav-
ery in America.
Class struggles, i.e. lack of quality health care, poor housing, 
under and unemployment, are the politics behind our eco-
nomic “crimes,” which should be seen for what they really 
are: the result of class contradictions and the disproportion 
of wealth in society.
 
The proletarian class must adopt a revolutionary mentality 
and realize that we are at war with the U.S. empire – not a 
“race” war, but a class war!
 
Let me use the revolutionary teachings of Comrade Yaki to 
explain our definition of “political prisoner” and “prisoner of 

war”:
 
“All New Afrikans in Amerikkka are members of an op-
pressed nation, which in itself is ‘political,’ and lends auto-
matic political meaning to the conditions suffered by us all, 
whether in prison or out. But the recognition of the political 
significance that our colonial status has does not define rev-
olutionary nationalist consciousness or practice … Thus, we 
say that in making our analysis of the nation, and in focus-
ing particularly on those of us inside the kamps, we see three 
sectors: the captured colonials, the political prisoner and the 
prisoner of war.”
 
The captured colonials are the mass, general prison popula-
tions which Afrikans comprise. The simple status of a 20th 
century slave gives political character and significance to us 
all. But it doesn’t determine whether that political character 
and significance will be good or bad for the nation and the 
struggle.

While the “criminal” acts of all Afrikans are the result of our 
general economic, political and social relationships to the op-
pressive, imperialist state, there is no automatic, unquestion-
able revolutionary nationalist capacity or consciousness.
If we say that “crime” is a reflection of the present state of 
property relations, then we must also say that for us, these 
relations are those between a dominated nation and its op-
pressor and exploiter. The method of economic organization 
which governs our lives is an imperialist, a neo-colonialist 
method.
 
Although this colonial system is structured so as to force 
many of us to take what we need in order to survive, and 
although there are conscious political decisions made by the 
oppressor once we find ourselves in the grips of his “criminal 
justice system,” it must also be seen that a conscious political 
decision must also be made on the part of the colonial sub-
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ject before his acts can have a subjective, functional political 
meaning within the context of the national liberation strug-
gle.
 
Put another way, if the “criminal” acts of Afrikans are the re-
sult of a grossly disproportionate distribution of wealth and 
privilege that stems from our status as a dominated, neo-col-
onized nation, then the only way to prevent crime among 
us is to make a conscious decision to liberate the nation and 
establish among ourselves a more equitable distribution of 
wealth and privilege.
 
For us, the political prisoner is one who has made, and who 
acts on, a conscious political decision to change the present 
state of property relations. Although the political prisoner 
and the prisoner of war levels of thought and practice some-
times overlap, we use the element of organized revolution-
ary violence to distinguish between them – organized revo-
lutionary violence of a distinct military type.
 
Political prisoners are those arrested, framed and otherwise 
imprisoned because of relatively peaceful political activity 
against the oppressive conditions of the people. Political pris-
oners are also captured colonials inside the walls who have 
adopted a “revolutionary mentality” and become politically 
active.

For us, the political prisoner is one who has made, and who 
acts on, a conscious political decision to change the present 
state of property relations.
 
Activity on part of political prisoners behind the walls re-
sults in denial of release, punitive transfers, harassment and 
brutality, long periods of isolation, close censorship of mail 
and visits, behavior modification attempts, and even assassi-
nation at the hands of prison administrators, who sometimes 

employ reactionary prisoners to do their jobs for them.
 
We regard as prisoners of war those Afrikans who have been 
imprisoned as a result of their having taken up arms or oth-
erwise engaged in acts of organized revolutionary violence 
in its military form, against the U.S. imperialist state: the act 
of expropriation, acts of sabotage, intelligence and counter 
intelligence activities, and support activities when directly 
linked to acts of military organized violence and/or groups 
which are part of the “armed front.” Also, those activities of 
an overt or covert nature which are linked to the action of 
armed people’s defense units – those New Afrikans involved 
in such activities and imprisoned because of this are consid-
ered as prisoners of war.
 
We also regard as prisoners of war those captured colonials 
and political prisoners who consciously commit acts of mili-
tary organized revolutionary violence while behind the walls, 
as well as those who join or form organizations which are or 
will become part of the organized “armed front” and/or part 
of the armed people’s defense units or “mass front.”

We use those words from the late comrade to illustrate to 
the people and the comrades in the outside movement that 
there is no separate struggle between the prison movement 
and the overall international struggle and movement against 
capitalism, U.S. imperialism and national liberation.
 
When Yaki says that “the only way to prevent crime among 
us is to make a conscious decision to liberate the nation and 
establish among ourselves a more equitable distribution of 
wealth and privilege,” this is the overall objective of all New 
Afrikan “Black” revolutionary nationalists inside the liber-
ation movement, as well as poor “white” Euro-Americans 
who are already fighting to destroy capitalism and “racism” 
and establish a socialist-communist society where the work-
ing class people and independent nations control the means 
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of production and distribution of goods.
 
This is why the Republic of New Afrika and the New Afri-
kan Liberation Collective, as well as the Black Guerilla Army 
believe in the Malcolm X doctrine, that we should become 
a sovereign independent nation, separate from the capitalist 
class structure and culture of America.
 
We have made a conscious decision to liberate the New Af-
rikan “Black” nation and start the decolonization process by 
first educating ourselves and the masses, our communities, 
and breaking the chains of mental slavery. We have to edu-
cate the people and destroy the prestige and the illusion that 
the police, the prisons, the court system, the U.S. govern-
ment and their so-called laws are legitimate and authoritative 
over the people.
 
We have been programmed and trained since birth to view 
these fascist institutions as superior. We have been tricked 
and rocked to sleep by believing that something had changed 
or that we are free and equal. We were pacified and content 
with being spoon fed crumbs that fell off the massa’s plate.
Our fight was for land, independence and socialism; howev-
er, the revolution failed and the people settled and sold out 
for voting rights that still don’t exist and reformism.
 
When we are being misled, putting all our focus on voting 
for the Democratic presidential nominee versus the Repub-
lican, as if the Democratic Party is the only hope and savior 
for our people, then we are distracted from our struggle to 
gain independence. National liberation and total liberation 
require a people with self-determination, a people who de-
termine their own destiny.
 
So let’s be clear. We do not view these institutions or Amer-
ican “law” as legitimate; therefore, we are not interested in 
criminal justice “reform.” We are not content or interested 

with a two dollar increase in minimum wage. We are not 
seeking to simply “reform” the prison conditions. We are 
struggling for a socialist revolution to overthrow the current 
system.
 
You cannot reform genocide, capitalism, colonialism or slav-
ery. It has to be destroyed!

We have to take control of our communities and create social-
ist institutions that allow us to control our own educational, 
economic, political and social development. The problem is 
that we as a people don’t own anything. We depend on the 
oppressor and other communities for our very needs.
A group of people or nation that doesn’t control their own 
means of production, who depends on another group of peo-
ple, i.e. the upper ruling and middle class, for employment, 
housing, food, clothing etc., becomes subordinate to the capi-
talist class structure and is not in control over their own lives.
You cannot reform genocide, capitalism, colonialism or slav-
ery. It has to be destroyed!

Colonialism is control by one power over a dependent area 
or people – the key word being “dependent.” You cannot col-
onize and exploit a nation of people with self-determination 
who have put the power into the hands of the people and 
decided to fight back and change the order of things.
 
So, once the captured colonial has made a conscious decision 
to transform his or her self into a political prisoner, resist the 
conditions or existence of modern day slavery in these camps 
and struggle to wake the masses by turning these prisons into 
revolutionary universities, he or she becomes a threat to the 
institution because he or she no longer has a colonial slave 
mentality. Therefore, we can no longer be controlled by the 
oppressor administration.
 
You have to ask yourself, “Why are there so many jails and 
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prisons in America? Why are more people locked up in 
America than any other country in the world?”

All these prisons and courthouses didn’t exist during the 
1600s and 1700s, or first half of the 1800s. There was no need 
for them. We were already enslaved on the plantation and 
all other poor working-class people were considered non-cit-
izens and not allowed to own property. The United States 
empire was funded and built on slavery and oppression, so 
once we were so called “freed,” or emancipated, in 1865, their 
empire would have crumbled without the capital from slav-
ery, or if Afrikan people were allowed to become a truly free 
and independent nation, economically self-sufficient.
 
You have to ask yourself, “Why are there so many jails and 
prisons in America? Why are more people locked up in 
America than any other country in the world?”
 
The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to abolish 
slavery clearly states that the only exception is prisons and 
jails. Their Constitution reads, “Neither slavery nor involun-
tary servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.”
 
These jails and prisons replaced the plantation. This is mod-
ern day slavery. We are slaves to the state.

No one is committing what they call “crimes” for a hobby or 
pastime. These are acts of survival; no one who owns their 
home, has a refrigerator full of food, who is able to take care 
of their family and make ends meet is out stealing, robbing or 
selling dope.
 
These jails and prisons replaced the plantation. This is mod-
ern day slavery. We are slaves to the state.
There are more jails, prisons and more people locked up and 

enslaved in America because of the massive disproportion of 
wealth, because we live in a capitalist society that is designed 
to keep the poor poor while the rich get richer. The police 
and these slave camps exist to keep New Afrikans and all oth-
er poor people in check and protect the capitalists and their 
property.
 
Myself and my comrades have been kidnapped and are being 
held captive against our will. There is nothing legit or legal 
about this entire process. We are under attack as we struggle 
to expose the prison industrial slave complex. We are being 
thrown in 23-24-hour solitary confinement and long-term 
segregation. We are strategically being silenced and censored 
by the state in an attempt to cover up their crimes of daily 
genocide and colonial violence.
 
The state is stopping any newspaper or publication that 
speaks out against modern day slavery and the economic ex-
ploitation of our families; they are now stopping any books 
that educate people to these issues; they are attempting to cut 
us off from the outside world by restricting incoming mail 
and limiting phone calls to one 20- or 30-minute call a week.
 
The police and these slave camps exist to keep New Afrikans 
and all other poor people in check and protect the capitalists 
and their property.

Again, this is a call to action for our families and supporters 
to take a stand. If U.S. troops, or any other human being be-
sides those labeled “criminals,” were being subjected to these 
inhumane conditions, there would be national and interna-
tional support and outrage.
 
If your loved ones had been kidnapped and held captive in 
cages by anyone other than the prestigious state, you would 
be doing everything in your power to free them and over-
throw their captors.
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There is no difference. We must organize and mobilize 
against the powers that be in order to abolish legal slavery in 
America!

[The BGA is no longer an active formation. In 2016 the Gen-
eralof the BGA came to Kwame on behalf of captives in VA 
who wanted Kwame to establish a PLM platform and Polit-
ical line. Kwame accepted and established the PLM Move-
ment that exists today At the time Kwame was serving as the 
ambassador to the BGA]

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE!
One Love, One Struggle!

Coalition of support in memory of lok-
mar yazid abdul wadood

by Balagoon

This article was written by Balagoon about his long-

time friend and comrade Lokmar, when Balagoon was 

informed that Lokmar had suffered from two strokes in 

2019. On December 4, 2020, Lokmar passed away from 

Covid-19 that he contracted while in prison. Lokmar was 

an excellent Jailhouse Lawyer, a long-term prison rebel, 

and a mentor to many younger prisoners. His death in 

prison, as a medically vulnerable elder who spent decades 

in solitary confinement, is a great tragedy that will not be 

forgotten or forgiven!

Have you ever heard/read that statement that the people 
make revolutions? Well that statement is not the truth that 
many claim. The people are subjects in any system, whether 
it is for or against them. Revolution is made by revolutionary 
leaders, but it is the strength, numbers, consciousness, and 
determination of people in society who have been influenced 
to support revolution that determines whether or not the 
ideology of revolutionary leaders will become the dominant 
force in society. On the other end it is the imperialists who 
make reactionary war, but their success too depends on the 
strength, number, political ignorance, and blind patriotism 
of the people. People have always fought according to the 
dictates of revolutionary or reactionary leadership, whichev-
er is most influential under certain social conditions.

If you study and understand dialectics then you will ultimate-
ly come to the realization that liberation in itself is only a 
qualitative state of social existence, not an end or permanent 
condition. Oppression is and has been a universal social prob-
lem. In short; recognize that our struggle for human rights, 
decolonization, self-determination, land and independence, 
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is at a very low-tide. But eventually the tide will rise and peo-
ple will be mobilized to act in their best interest and interests 
of our planet. As of right now they do the opposite.

These are dangerous and trying times, a kin to those my an-
cestors faced hundreds of years ago. Times when all but a few 
have been demoralized, terrorized, and forced to their knees!

In regards to my beloved brother and Comrade Lokmar, I 
want to thank you for taking the time out to write and in-
form me about his unfortunate health ordeal. You did not 
have to do that! The very fact you did says a lot about you as 
a human being.

I had written a letter to him in February or March of 2019, 
however, the prisoncrats sent it back to him and refused to 
deliver to him in his Muslim name (Lokmar Yazid Abdul 
Wadood). As a result, I sent the letter back to him in his slave 
name (Lincoln Love) and received a response.

There is a good probability that Lokmar may not recover 
from these strokes, and if by some miracle he does, chances 
are he’ll never be the same. Therefore, I thought I should take 
advantage of this opportunity and tell you and the world who 
he was and what he meant to me.

Lokmar is from East Chicago, Indiana. In 1975, he was tried 
and convicted for a murder and robbery of a Lake County 
bartender. Ultimately he was sentenced to a life sentence for 
the murder and robbery. In addition to his life sentence, he 
was serving a 30 year prison term for kidnapping of a guard 
at Indiana State Prison (Michigan City). Lokmar was among 
9 prisoners charged in connection with the April 27, 1980 
takeover at ISP, in which 7 guards and staff personnel were 
held hostage. They were released and unharmed after 16 
hours. In July of 1982, Lokmar was convicted of kidnapping 
in the criminal court of LaPorte County.

I first met Lokmar in 1979, shortly after my arrival at Indi-
ana State Prison in December of 1978. When I first arrived 
at ISP I had no institutional job, so I was on idle status in 
C-Cellhouse. Which meant I was locked in my cell most of 
the morning. To get out of my cell I begin attending Islam-
ic services on Fridays. It was at these Islamic services that I 
met Lokmar for the first time. A year later in 1980 we got to 
know each other on NSB (new services building) which was 
a lock-up unit at ISP. There was a riot that occurred on April 
27, 1980 that he and I were both participants in. The riot in 
which guards were held as hostages occurred as a result of a 
brutal beating of one of our friends and comrades (Mike Hin-
kle) by prison guards. The beating occurred in B-Cellhouse. 
Once we heard about it, we took keys from guards , came off 
the lock-up unit, and seized C-Cellhouse. In the aftermath, 
Lokmar and several others were charged, tried and convicted 
of kidnapping. I was initially charged but charges against me 
were later dropped.

On Feburary 1, 1985 while being confined at Indiana State 
Reformatory (now known as Pendleton Correctional Facil-
ity) Lokmar was brutally beaten by some racist and sadistic 
guards while he was locked-up on MRU (maximum restraint 
unit). At the time this beating occurred I was in general pop-
ulation. I was a lay advocate assigned to represent prisoners at 
C.A.B. for disciplinary write-ups. To make a long story short, 
I heard prisoners yelling out their cell windows for help and 
I came to their rescue. As a result, 4 guards were stabbed and 
4 others were seized and held as hostages in J-Cellhouse for 
close to 17 hours. They were eventually released unharmed.

In the aftermath, I was charged with 4 counts of criminal con-
finement and rioting. I was prosecuted in Madison County, 
Indiana. I was tried and convicted. In July of 1987, I was sen-
tenced to an additional 84 years.

My point is this; our relationship to each other has been 
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forged in struggle against prisoncrats and their agents. The 
only reason why the prisoncrats tolerated us so long was be-
cause of the brotherhood we forged behind these walls or 
fences. Our relationship to each other over the past 4 decades 
has endured as a result of our love for each other.

In terms of his character, personality, and mental makeup; 
Lokmar loved people. He had a deep special love for Afri-
can people. Lokmar was an extraordinary teacher, who read, 
studied, researched whatever he could get his hands on; he 
shared generously with others. He was also a good listener 
who showed sensitivity to both political arguments and per-
sonal problems. His eagerness to know what was happening 
in the real world encouraged him to inquire about everything 
effecting people negatively and positively. He never saw any-
thing in isolation but in relation to one another. His breadth, 
depth, and scope was unbounded.

Lokmar was/is a great human being. However, he will re-
ceive no Nobel prize for peace, he will receive no freedom 
awards. Nevertheless, I can testify about how much blood, 
sweat and tears he shed in our struggle for liberation.

It takes a lot of fortitude, to endure what Lokmar has over the 
past 4 decades. The miserable conditions of prison life (this is 
to say its warped harshness, lonely isolation -that gnaws into 
the human psyche) could not break his spirit; despite the sav-
agery of this system he never lost his sense of humor, had fun 
under the most unpleasant environmental conditions!

Once Lokmar stepped upon the revolutionary path he re-
mained true to the struggle for the rest of his life, fighting 
the good fight, filing lawsuits, getting prisoners convictions 
overturned with his legal assistance, and helping other pris-
oners or comrades at a moment’s notice, never stopping to 
count the cost. In Solidarity.

One Love: balagooners announce the 
sundiata acoli freedom campaign

Incarcerated 47 years, 84 year old grandfather battling 

dementia.

Coalition of Supporters announces the Sundiata Acoli Free-
dom Campaign Incarcerated 47 years, 84 year old grandfa-
ther battling dementia New York, NY - A former employee 
of NASA and a civil rights era Freedom Rider, Sundiata Acoli 
turns 84 on January 14. The college graduate and grandfather 
of two has been incarcerated for over forty-seven years. Aco-
li has been consistently denied parole for more than twen-
ty-five of those years, going all the way back to 1994. The 
Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign (SAFC) is the largest co-
ordinated campaign to free Acoli since his incarceration and 
follows years of behind the scenes advocacy and legal filings.
 The campaign will use the hashtag #BringSundia-
taHome and kicked off in mid-January. Following his con-
viction in the murder of New Jersy State Trooper Werner 
Foerester in 1973, Acoli was sentenced to life. In the Garden 
State, those convicted and sentenced to life are eligible for 
parole after twenty-five years. “Sundiata Acoli has had a near 
perfect disciplinary record for 40 years, with no violations 
of any kind for the past twenty-five years,” explained Aco-
li’s attorney, Bruce I. Afran. “I have come to know Mr. Acoli 
well over the past nine years. He has emerged into a useful, 
law abiding and productive member of the community, al-
beit while incarcerated. He has evolved so far in his life and 
thought that he has been approved to teach the Federal Bu-
reau of Prisons’s course in Avoiding Criminal Thinking, the 
program to teach younger inmates how to avoid recidivism.” 
Sundiata’s health is deteriorating in his late stage of life and 
is now being treated for advancing dementia, cardiovascular 
disease, hypertension, emphysema and glaucoma. The frail 
senior citizen also lost 30 pounds during a long battle with 
the Covid-19 virus; he was one of those blessed to survive 
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the health scare. He should be released before his health is 
further compromised.
 Nearly fifty religious leaders across New Jersey said 
the following in a joint statement to New Jersey Governor 
Phil Murphy last June when asking for a commutation of 
Acoli’s sentence: “Mr. Acoli had to be rushed to a hospital 
in Maryland when he fell ill from the COVID19 virus. For 
several days he was maintained on oxygen,” said the group of 
faith leaders across multiple denominations and thirty-nine 
religious institutions. “Recently, he was bedridden for a week 
due to intestinal complications. For all of the reasons stated 
above, we unconditionally call upon you to release Mr. Acoli 
from prison immediately.
 When he is released, we pledge to support you and 
champion your just and humane decision,” the statement 
concluded. “As his daughter, I can say that the Sundiata Aco-
li Freedom Campaign means so much to me and our entire 
family,” said Sunni Middleton, an executive in finance. “The 
death of officer Foerester was a tragic event and we grieve for 
that loss and pray for the healing of all families involved. My 
dad is in his twilight years and he has paid for that terrible 
incident while showing us how to be accountable for one’s 
actions.
 Our family is so grateful for this outpouring of sup-
port from members of the community and the Freedom 
Campaign,” added Middleton. “It gives us the strength, and 
faith, to see this through and to know that our prayers may 
one day be answered and my father will be in his family’s care 
to live out the remaining years of his life.” This campaign will 
last until Sundiata is home with his family to live out his final 
years.

For more information visit our Facebook page or email: 

Sundiataacolifc@gmail.com. 
Media Contact: Scott McDowell, Communications Direc-
tor, Sundiata Acoli Freedom Campaign, 
scottmcdowellny@gmail.com 
Mobile: 929-351-5887

Prison Newsletter
by Baba Bilal Sunni-Ali

The other day I was preparing a Political Prisoner Report for 
the program What Good Is A Song? The Friday Night Drum. 
The program comes on as the title suggests on Friday. Actu-
ally every Friday evening from 6:00 - 7:30 PM on Atlanta’s 
Community Radio Station WRFG. I got a call from a young 
man named Kwame Shakur. Kwame is a prisoner at the Fed-
eral prison in Terre Haute, Indiana. He’s been there about 
ten years and is about thirty years. He’s currently appealing a 
conviction for murder.
 
Kwame Shakur is a political prisoner. Kwame was calling to 
remind me of an agreement I had made to write an article 
for the PRISON NEWSLETTER. The PRISON NEWSLET-
TER is a new development in the movement for prison ac-
tivists. It is decided to be the central focus of the developing 
movement. Prisoners themselves and prison activists are be-
ing asked to contribute to the PRISON NEWSLETTER. A 
central bank of information is to be stored at the website: 
www.SupportPrisonLives.org and the NEWSLETTER will 
be distributed from the collective of activists attending to it.
 
The PRISON NEWSLETTER continues in the tradition 
of what was once an annual single handed effort published 
by sister Yuri Kochiyama in New York. The story of Yuri 
Kochiyama deserves much more than the brief mention i’m 
giving it here, however if we are going to talk about Polit-
ical Prisoners , Prisoners of. War, etc.. we gotta give her a 
necessary mention along with a directive to research her life 
of struggle. Yuri was a hard worker in the struggle to help 
support her family and in the New Afrikan national libera-
tion struggle. In the early seventies she lived in Harlem and 
worked with the National Committee to Defend Political 
Prisoners. In the sixties she had been a companion of our 
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martyr El Hajj Malik El Shabazz.

A Japanese national by birth (a naturalized New Afrikan) 
by consciousness she had the childhood experience of being 
along with her family incarcerated in an internment (concen-
tration)camp during the second world wide imperialist war 
(World War 2). Yuri wrote to almost every Political prisoner 
from Ruchell Magee to Dr. Mutulu Shakur and more. She 
almost singlehandedly maintained an annual report on just 
about every Political Prisoner you could think of . Finally the 
PRISON NEWSLETTER will succeed while complementing 
her gallant historic effort.
 
The announcement of the inaugural PRISON NEWSLET-
TER was made on the Friday November 27th edition on 
The Friday Night Drum. The staff at the Drum will make 
the building of the PRISON NEWSLETTER a part of its on-
going work. We were first introduced to Kwame or rather 
Kwame introduced himself to us a few years ago. As a lead-
ing member of the New Afrikan Liberation Collective he was 
directly involved in two activities which garnered out atten-
tion. The first was in July 2018 a day of conferencing and 
protest demonstrations. The morning conference was a col-
lection of local and national prison activists sharing history 
and points of unity. That afternoon had us join a demonstra-
tion organized by IDOC-WATCH, the Indiana Department 
of Corrections- Watch. We found points of unity in that we 
were involved in the organizing and announcing the Spirit 
of Nelson Mandela Campaign and the International Tribu-
nal to be held in New York in October 2021. The campaign 
focuses on Human Rights Violations committed against our 
Prisoners under the well known US government’s Counter-
insurgency policy known as COINTELPRO. 
 
The second event was the New Afrikan People’s Assembly of 
July 18, 2020. This activity was attended by veteran-elder and 

current members of our broadcast collective as well as other 
activists in the New Afrikan national liberation struggle rep-
resenting our national territory.

The PRISON NEWSLETTER will be building toward es-
tablishing a center for the growing prison struggle uniting 
it with the New Afrikan national Liberation struggle and the 
struggle of Political Prisoners.

The other important point of unity found was in our sup-
port for recently released Political Prisoner Jalil Muntaqim 
fka Anthony Bottom. Jalil after serving just weeks short of 
fifty years was recently arrested on charges related to voter 
fraud. The case itself is fraud. His parole officer told him to 
“go down to Social Services and see what they got for you”. 
Amidst the array of forms to assist with food, financial and 
medical needs was a voter registration form. The voter reg-
istration form was the form of entrapment. He is scheduled 
to appear in a Rochester, NY court on December 14, 2020. 
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Liberate the caged voices: Social media 
campaign to liberate our caged 

fighters
As abolitionists and supporters of prisoner human rights rec-
ognizing the illegitimacy of the capitalist state, we work in 
solidarity with and seek guidance and understanding from 
the men and women experiencing the continuation of this 
crime against humanity called modern-day slavery and con-
tinuing to hone their skills to facilitate its demise.

Liberate the Caged Voices, a program of California Prison 
Focus, provides a platform to hear directly from our caged 
community members, their families and loved ones to in-
spire engagement with the local community, while exposing 
the truth of the toxic conditions and abuse experienced by 
California’s prisoners and the impact on their families and 
our communities. Adding art and culture, the idea is to build 
awareness, solidarity, and human relationship amongst com-
munity members on both sides of the wall and take action 
towards our collective liberation.

With the undeserved title as “progressive,” California is home 
to hundreds of elder prisoners subjected to state sanctioned 
cruel and unusual punishment by indeterminant sentencing 
equaling civil death, decades of the torture of solitary con-
finement and California Department of Corrections and re-
habilitation’s (CDCr) dehumanizing tactics used to also pun-
ish the family and loved ones suffering alongside them. And 
now, to add insult to injury, these elders are being subjected 
to another potential death sentence by Covid-19 and CDCr’s 
and the Governor’s failure to release them.

Out of love and respect we will focus on this class of tortured 
Elders.

These enlightened Elders, in an act of unprecedented soli-
darity and love for the people, organized the largest hunger 

strikes in California’s history culminating in over 30,000 
prisoners participating in 2013 and created one of the most 
important documents of the past half-century – the Agree-
ment to End Hostilities to end indefinite solitary confine-
ment – yet they continue to be caged by a habitual neglect 
from a long line of governors now inherited by Governor 
Gavin Newsom.

These men who are now elders, have also suffered a de-
cades-long public lynching by CDCr guard gangs, public of-
ficials and criminal justice operatives, i.e., prosecutors, judg-
es, etc. claiming that these men were the worst of the worst 
because they dared to become evolved New men, humanitar-
ians and activists fighting for their self-determination, free-
dom and protection of their communities, terms never given 
to prisoners – nor the people – resisting their oppression and 
ultimately, their enslavement. Let’s hear from them:

“There are New Afrikans throughout this nation who believe 
in a New Afrikan ideology that can liberate our people from 
the malignant American socio-culture, politics and econom-
ic system. They have the solutions to our problems. Rather 
than keeping them in back alleys and prisons, we need to lis-
ten and begin to put these theories and concrete solutions 
into effect. 

Ask yourselves why it is that so many of the New Afrikans 
who have a strong political line just happen to be locked up in 
solitary confinement units. We know they are not terrorists; 
we know they are not gang members and we know that they 
are not criminals,”
Mutope Duguma, 2011.

“On Oct. 10, 2012, the Pelican Bay D-Short Corridor Col-
lective, men from various cultural groups and walks of life, 
put into effect the historic ‘Agreement to End Hostilities,’ 
perhaps the single most significant “door to genuine free-
dom” opened in American society in recent human history. 
What makes it so significant is not simply its motive force 
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but, more importantly, its true potential for our collective 
liberation as a society.

The next logical step is to move to reclaim our humanity and 
reorganize the social life of ourselves and our communities 
in such a way that it serves our interests. The Agreement to 
End Hostilities has provided us with the impetus to organize 
ourselves to abolish not only indefinite SHU torture, but the 
“slavery” provision of the 13th Amendment upon which the 
civil basis of our dehumanization rests.

Doing so would ensure we reclaim our humanity and become 
self-actualized human beings with the right to influence our 
world and participate in the social processes of life. To do this 
we must not only ensure the Agreement to End Hostilities 
succeeds here in the kamps, but we must extend the Agree-
ment to End Hostilities to the streets,”
Michael Zaharibu Dorrough, J. Heshima Denham and Kam-
bui Robinson, NCTT Corcoran SHU, 2014.
They will not be forgotten or silenced! And we demand their 
release now!

Join the Liberate Our Caged Elders social media campaign – 
CALL: Gov Newsom 916-445-2841, Demand he release our 
elders; SHARE: using #LiberateOurCagedElders; VISIT: ti-
nyurl.com/liberatecagedvoices.
ADVANCING THE CAUSE OF PRISON LIVES MATTER 

(2021)

A number of existing and recently released political and politi-
cized prisoners have come together to form Prison Lives Matter 
(PLM), a prisoner support and political development structure.
 On the cultural front, this initiative envisions reviv-
ing the spirit and consciousness of the Prison Movement of the 
1960s-70s, which has long since been lost. A culture of resistance 
that must be revived, because the struggles of decades past have 
been co-opted and through systemic infiltration of pig values 
into the cultures of the oppressed, the pigs have replaced it with 
a culture of collaboration, ‘friendly’ interaction, feeding informa-
tion to and spreading divisive information for them, and overall 
submission to the pigs, while disunity and distrust have come to 
define the relations between prisoners. We have been effectively 
indoctrinated into loving and trusting the enemy and hating and 
distrusting ourselves.
 On the agitational front, PLM aspires to unite prison-
ers with outside supporters and the communities at large into 
a country-wide support network and movement that can bring 
attention to and mobilize resistance against the oft-arising seri-
ous abuses that are inherent in U.S. prisons and which prisoners 
are generally left to contend with and suffer in isolation. Many 
lack any outside support and/or struggle with loved ones who 
generally disbelieve, blame the victims, or are reluctant (because 
isolated) to challenge these abusive conditions.
 On the educational front, PLM will serve as a mass or-
ganization on both sides of the razor wire that will expose the 
oppressive and foul nature and purpose of imprisonment in 
the U.S., and provide political education to prisoners and those 
on the outside through study circles led and organized by PLM 
members.
 The RIBPP wholly supports PLM and counts our own 
cadre among the members and its National Coordinating Com-
mittee.
Dare To Struggle! Dare To Win! AP2P!

Advancing the cause of prison lives 
matter

By Kevin “Rashid” Johnson, Minister of De-

fense, Revolutionary Intercommunal Black 

Panther Party
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13th Amendment of U.S. Constitution

 We as prisoners held captive in one of the united states 
many modern day plantations wish to stand in solidarity with our 
people as they protest the systemic racism and genocide perpe-
trated by the united states security forces and kriminal (in)justice 
system.
 As our people march and protest in righteous anger and 
rage throughout the country, we not only want to add our voices 
in unity, we also want to say,
We Too!

 We Too! Are often murdered/lynched in the streets by 
the u.s. security forces and throughout its prison system and its 
ruled a suicide or natural causes.

 We Too! Are often lynched in the bias and racist court-
rooms throughout amerika as we are railroaded into the Prison 
Industrial Complex.

 We Too! Are systematically harvested from our commu-
nities and families and fed into the Prison Industrial Complex in 
the interest of big business, privatization and social control.

 We Too! Are often the first to be sentenced to death, 
either literally or figuratively through a slow death of an outra-
geous amount of years.

 We Too! Are the victim of racist attacks and beatings 
while unarmed or handcuffed behind our back by racist guards or 
strike teams and its covered up.

Fight to keep jalil muntaqim free! there 
shall neither be slavery nor involun-
tary servitude unless duly convicted of 

a crime
By Shaka Shakur, 

I.W. Inside Project Coordinator

 We Too! Are subjected to white supremacist gangs and 
militias hiding in plain sight behind badges , in prison guard uni-
forms and as prison administrators.

 We too! Are subjected to the planting of evidence, the fil-
ing of false reports/charges and thereby extending our sentences 
without any checks and balances or oversight.

 We Too! Are subjected to decades in solitary confine-
ment without due process or penological justification.

 We Too! Are the first to be denied parole or clemency for 
decades, no matter how many programs we have completed and 
inspite of meeting the criteria.

 We Too! Are denied preventable health care and allowed 
to die and suffer due to official Indifference.

 We Too! In the midst of a pandemic that is sweeping the 
country and ravishing the prison system, are also being denied 
C-19 testing.

 We Too! Are being denied serious consideration for ear-
ly release or pardons based on the color of our skin, what city or 
community we come from or based on our politics or religious 
beliefs.

 We Too! Are here and feel your pain, because your pain 
is our pain and we stand united and in solidarity with you because 
Prison Lives Matter as Black Lives Matter!!!

ALL POWER TO THE PEOPLE WHO FIGHT FOR IT!!!
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A call to action and appeal to the le-
fally inclined: help organize prison le-

gal suppoprt network!

“There shall neither be slavery nor involuntary servitude 

unless duly convicted of a crime.”

- The 13th Amendment of the U.S. Constitution

Indiana Department of Correction - Watch (IDOC Watch) 
has initiated a campaign to build a Prison Legal Support Net-
work (PLSN). The PLSN will be an infrastructure organized 
on both sides of the prison walls to support, train, and co-
ordinate with imprisoned jailhouse lawyers and pro se liti-
gants. The PLSN will build off of the critical groundwork we 
have already completed in establishing significant networks 
of support and communication among incarcerated activists 
and outside supporters in Indiana.

We are reaching out to progressive attorneys, paralegals and 
law students who not only want to see a change in the crimi-
nal justice system, but are also willing to fight for that change 
outside of the restricted avenues made available to us by the 
very system we want to change. A coordinated inside/out-
side legal strategy and infrastructure will provide effective 
interventions in the business-as-usual legal systems that veil 
our nation’s perpetuation of slavery through the prison-in-
dustrial complex.

The PLSN, with the support of the Indiana Chapter of the 
National Lawyers’ Guild, is beginning a process of organizing 
two legal aid projects: the Committee for Freedom and the 
Rights Defense Committee. Though the project is starting 
in Indiana, in the future we hope to expand the same sort of 
legal support infrastructure through the Prison Lives Matter 

By Shaka Shakur, I.W. Inside Project Coordinator

national network.

The objective of the Committee for Freedom will be to sup-
port pro se litigants who are pursuing sentence modifica-
tions, clemency, parole, and post-conviction relief, with a 
strategy of legal aid coordinated with community organizing.
The mission of the Rights Defense Committee will be to 
support incarcerated pro se litigants and jailhouse lawyers in 
lawsuits targeting enforcement of their legal rights and Con-
stitutional Guarantees under the 1st, 8th and 14th Amend-
ments of the U.S. Constitution; Article One, Sections 15 and 
18 of the Indiana Constitution; through focused, aggressive 
litigation targeting the Prison Industrial Complex (P.I.C.) 
abuses, mechanisms and apparatuses.

The Legal Strategy Committee, which will include the Coor-
dinators of both outside committees and several experienced 
jailhouse lawyers, will review cases brought by jailhouse 
lawyers and pro se litigants in order to ensure the resourc-
es of the PLSN are used strategically to intervene legally in 
the ways that are most effective for advancing the struggle to 
abolish the prison-industrial complex. Both pro se litigants 
and Jailhouse lawyers will be trained in legal work through 
participation in the political education study groups IDOC 
Watch has already established in several prisons.

Communication and fundraising efforts for the entire PLSN 
will be supported by CHARGE, a registered legal services or-
ganization that IDOC Watch has already begun to establish. 
In the long-term, we hope to be able to raise enough mon-
ey to provide salaries for formerly incarcerated paralegals to 
lead this effort.

We are calling upon people trained in the legal system who 
want to ABOLISH all forms of slavery and systematic forms 
of oppression to join the Committee for Freedom and the 
Rights Defense Committee!
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We need two volunteers willing to work as the Coordina-
tors of the Committee for Freedom and the Rights Defense 
Committee, and as many legally trained volunteers as possi-
ble working on each committee to assist pro se litigants with 
research and advice. Coordinators will be responsible for fa-
cilitating communication between the Legal Strategy Com-
mittee and their respective Committees, recruiting for their 
committees, and assessing their committees’ capacity to assist 
with cases.

A Two-Pronged Approach

By Building Inside/Outside Networks and Cultivating Work-
ing Relationships we will Empower those Prisoners who are 
Litigants and Jailhouse Lawyers.

Inside/outside networks not only help us gain some auton-
omy from our dependence on outside lawyers and public 
defenders, but empower us to take some responsibility for 
ourselves. They also allow us to cultivate principled work-
ing relationships with outside legal professionals and attack 
the problem from both sides, while alleviating some of the 
workload of those legal professionals by us doing our own 
legal research, filing briefs, establishing our own legal law 
libraries, and developing and organizing our own Re-Entry 
Programs for those being released and who want to continue 
or join the work.

While we are focused on Indiana (because this is where 
we have completed much critical ground work both on the 
streets and behind the walls with organized political and le-
gal committees and political leadership), we believe this can 
be representative of a national model. It will not only set an 
example for the Prison Abolitionist Movement, but also help 
set the tone.

There is a rising anti-racist consciousness in this country, and 
a mass movement is developing against the prison industrial 

complex, building on the energy of the uprisings of summer 
2020, the nationwide #MassReleaseNow campaigns due to 
COVID-19, and the strikes and uprisings inside US prisons 
from 2014 onward (which exposed the deplorable conditions 
incarcerated people are subjected to in states like Mississippi, 
Alabama, and Louisiana).

Now is the time to be proactive, to organize, and to think 
outside of the box! We want you to be part of that! Together, 
we can not only create institutions, structures and organiza-
tions on the streets to support prisoners’ struggles, but de-
velop real, non-paternalistic, and non-extractive working re-
lationships with political prisoners and prison activists who 
are organizing, educating and struggling behind enemy lines.

We need you. Please put your time, energy, and resources 
where your heart and commitment rest.
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CHICANO POLITICAL PRISONER XINACHTLI 
CALLS ON ALL FREEDOM FIGHTERS, LIBERA-
TION-MOVEMENT ORGANIZATIONS TO UNITE 
TO BUILD THE NATIONAL UNITED FRONT PRISON 

LIVES MATTER MOVEMENT
XINACHTLI (s/n ALVARO LUNA HERNANDEZ), is the 
longest-held Chicano Political Prisoner in the United States, 
targeted by the COINTELPRO-style police state apparatus to 
stop him from organizing oppressed communities and from 
becoming a stronger symbol of resistance in the occupied 
territories of AZTLAN,the US Southwest once belonging to 
Mexico, but colonized by forces of US. Yankee colonialism 
and imperialism, after several wars of conquest and  annex-
ation in the expansionism of the colonial system by white 
settler colonists. See AN INDIGENOUS PEOPLES’ HISTO-
RY OF THE UNITED STATES,  by Roxanne Dunbar-Or-
tiz, 2014 Beacon Press. XINACHTLI was a “NGO” human 
rights delegate of the INTERNATIONAL INDIAN TREA-
TY COUNCIL,SF-based, at the 49th Session, United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights, at Geneva, Switzerland, 
MARCH-APRIL 1993, where he delivered a “presentation” 
to the U.N. General Assembly, denouncing the historical war 
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, hypocrisy 
of the U.S. government and its double standard on human 
rights, and for calling for reparations, for freedom and self 
determination for BLACK, CHICANO, AND OTHER IN-
DIGENOUS NATIONS enslaved by U.S. Yankee Interna-
tional colonialism and imperialism.

XINACHTLI is supported by the NATIONAL JERICHO 
MOVEMENT, www.thejerichomovement.org; is a mem-
ber of the INSIDE COLLECTIVE for CERTAIN DAYS 
FREEDOM FOR POLITICAL PRISONERS YEARLY CAL-
ENDARS, www.certaindays.org; recently making a call for 
revolutionary unity as appearing in the RE-BUILD PERI-
ODICAL, A NEW AFRIKAN INDEPENDENCE THEO-
RETICAL JOURNAL, www.rebuildcollective.org / VOL. 2, 

#2, WINTER 2020/21 Issue. He has been at the forefront of 
freedom struggles on behalf of the oppressed prisoner class 
in the racist, notorious Texas prison system, for many years, 
fighting for human rights, for prisoners’ rights to receive rev-
olutionary publications, HERNANDEZ V. ESTELLE, 788 F. 
2d 1154 95th Cir. 1979) (on suppression of THE TORCH/LA 
ANTORCHA theoretical journal of the REVOLUTIONARY 
SOCIALIST LEAGUE, NY), now going on 20-plus years in 
consecutive solitary confinement at the notorious “control 
unit” at the JAMES V. ALLRED UNIT in IOWA PARK, TX, 
a racist, inhumane prison, sustained by prisoner slave labor. 
See WE ARE NOT SLAVES by Robert T. Chase.

XINACHTLI welcomes, wholeheartedly, the ideas and for-
mations put forth in COMRADE KWAME SHAKUR and 
JALIL MUNTAQIM’S proposal, to build the NATIONAL 
UNITED FRONT: PRISON LIVES MATTER movement, 
with revolutionary political education projects inside, for the 
development of cadres, and supported by the outside in a pro-
posed TEXAS REGIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
as well as now accepting a role as a member of PLM National 
Organizing Committee, as designated Field Marshall, as well 
as a “foot solider” in the building of our resistance move-
ments, outside and inside, from NEW YORK, TO TEXAS, 
to CALIFORNIA, and WORLDWIDE XINACHTLI would 
be in charge of necessary work, on the outside if released July 
18, 2021; his projected release date.

SEIZE THE TIME! RESIST FASCISM! WORKERS, AND 

OPPRESSED PRISONERS OF ALL COLORS, UNITE! PA-

TRIA O MUERTO! VENCEREMOS! TIERRA Y LIBER-

TAD!

-XINACHTLI, 

See: www.freealvaro.net
TEXAS PRISON, JAMES V ALLRED UNIT,
IOWA PARK, TX, FEB. 28, 2021
XINACHTLI DEFENSE COMMITTEE
PO BOX 7907,  Austin, TX 78713
email: twitchon@gmail.com
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solidarity from RIWPO

Komrades,

It is imperative that we recognize how closely the past resem-
bles the present. In a time of rapid transformations, we must 
adapt or the blatant abuses that occur within our prisons will 
continue. Moving forward we must stop using old, ineffec-
tive strategies that exhaust our limited resources. If the ob-
jective is to continue to allow the public to be misinformed 
about the cruel and unjust treatment that is befalling those of 
us held captive within these walls of these razor-wire planta-
tions and to fully submit to defeatism, then by all means carry 
on as you have been. But if change and redress is what we 
seek then sacrifices will have to be made and certain methods 
will have to be adapted.

Foremost, a foundation for success must be built. The Kom-
rades of Prisons Lives Matter National Coordinating Com-
mittee (NCC) understand that building a successful foun-
dation is a strategic role that must be done with proper, 
dedicated leadership. Some of the nation’s most prominent 
political prisoners who are strategic thinkers and selfless 
leaders include the recently released Elder Jalil Muntaqim, 
Kwame Beans Shakur, Komrade Kevin Rashid, Minister of 
Defense for the novel RIBPP, Komrade Shaka Shakur, and 
Chief editor of the nations #1 Black Newspaper: The Bay-
view’s Keith Malik Washington. With such great minds at 
the helm of a united front, we can alleviate the living condi-
tions within these Razor-Wire plantations.

These Komrades are aware of the impactful effect that edu-
cation will have moving forward as Komrade Kwame Beans 
Shakur pointed out in his PLM Mission Statement published 
in the December issue of The Bayview: “Rather than orga-

By Joseph “ShineWhite” Stewart

nizing and mobilizing the most important work of PLM both 
inside and out is to educate. The political education of cap-
tive, Komrades, the masses is what is needed to build resis-
tance and sustain a movement for liberation.”

Education is the first step towards our liberation. We must 
first educate ourselves so that we can educate others. Educa-
tion prevents the spread of ignorance which is vital because 
as Komrade Raysun of The Free Alabama Movement recog-
nized: “Its revealing that we are based in institutions whose 
security is predicated on our remaining ignorance.” Through 
education, we’re able to fully understand what we are fight-
ing for and what we are sacrificing in order to achieve free-
dom, justice, and equality.

Freedom is more than being able to live on the outside of 
these walls. Many of us as well as our family and friends have 
never enjoyed true freedom. Freedom is to be free from pov-
erty, humiliation, degradation, oppression or any form of 
bondage that conquers or controls us mentally or physically.

Justice is the benefits, positives or negative actions, that af-
fects us as a whole. We must demand justice from our op-
pressors when their actions towards us go against what we 
stand for. Komrades Justice is a weapon that we must use 
to regain the dignity and respect that we deserve as human 
beings. Justice is the principle of fair dealing. The law that 
distinguishes between right and wrong. If you love yourself 
as well as your family and Komrades, you will make the nec-
essary sacrifices to ensure that we are released from the yoke 
of oppression no matter what sacrifice may be.

Equality is what we must demand to be able to be treated as 
equals within our communities, as well as in society in gen-
eral. When you acknowledge your existence, you begin to be 
held accountable for your actions. Equality is to be equal in 
all things, no matter the level or circumstances we must not 
allow our oppressors to separate and divide us into categories 



72 73

of their choosing. The power belongs to the people and we 
are the people.

On October 16, 1901 Booker T Washington accepted a 
dinner invitation from President Roosevelt which caused 
a national uproar. Many of the New Afrikans aware of the 
dinner invitation celebrated assuming that Roosevelt would 
alleviate the lives of Blacks in the South. Roosevelt quickly 
disappointed the whites across the nation who reacted with 
horror that their president would have dinner with a Black 
man. This was during the Jim Crow era, when segregation 
was in full effect.

As a white man I am not inclined to comment on what our 
New Afrikan Komrades consider equality. But sitting at 
a table with a man who hates you because the complexion 
of your skin is not equality. As a white person I know that 
equality can only be obtained by a lot of re-educating. And 
that’s why one of the primary focuses of the novel RIWPO 
is to re-educate all whites who have been deluded by racist, 
white supremacist propaganda and ideology into opposing 
their own class interest.

Some may say that this is an impossible task, but like revolu-
tion it’s a never ending job. We may not never see a success-
ful revolution in our life time. But what’s important is your 
contribution to the advancement of our struggle.

Within a United Front everyone contributes so everyone 
will benefit. Whether your contribution is great or small, it is 
enough to make you a contributor to the cause of humanity. 
The (RIWPO) recognizes this and as National spokesperson 
for the (RIWPO) I’m proud to announce that we stand in sol-
idarity with all cadres, parties and organizations that a sup-
port Prison Lives Matter. I’m Here. I’m Alive. I’m Struggling.

All Power To The People
Joseph “ShineWhite” Stewart
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Resource guide!

Write us and request a booklet that lists different pris-
oners’ support groups, including: free newsletters, zines, 

books, educational material, legal help, and more.

The PLM Collective
PO Box 134

Arvonia, VA 23004 W
For Brothers and Sisters behind the walls, you can still keep 
up with Kwame’s latest music by searching ‘Lil Beans’ on GTL
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